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HENRY KATES
1939 - 2016
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KATES--Henry (Hank) 

Eugene. Henry (Hank) Eugene Kates passed away on Wednesday, August

31, 2016 from a long illness. He was 77. Born in Denver, Colorado on

February 18, 1939, Hank was a signi�cant leader in the global business

community, and a warm and loving husband and father. He was

appreciated for his philanthropic contributions, real estate development

and ability to help businesses grow. Henry Kates graduated from The

University of Colorado and served in the Air Force Reserves. He went on

to enjoy a successful career in insurance and �nance. Hank became one of

the most successful young stars at Mutual Bene�t Life Insurance
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Company. As a result, he was offered the assignment of building the

Broker- Dealer operation at Mutual Bene�t located in Providence, Rhode

Island. Hank moved his �rst wife, Lynn, (now deceased) and their young

daughter, Dorianne, to Providence where they had a son, Bradley. Both

children, Dori and Brad, learned from their father's ever-present interest

and enthusiasm how to take on any challenge and master it. Henry Kates

spent the next several decades building the Rhode Island operation into

one of the largest operations at Mutual Bene�t. He eventually accepted

the offer from Mutual Bene�t to transfer to Corporate Headquarters in

Newark, New Jersey soon thereafter becoming CEO. Hank sat on 13

corporate boards. A patron of the arts, Henry sat on several not-for-pro�t

boards including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, The Museum of Art and

Design and the Rhode Island School of Design. While sitting on the board

of the Rhode Island School of Design, Hank met Dale Chihuly, and helped

launch his career by becoming one of the largest collectors of his glass

sculpture. Hank also amassed the largest privately-owned collection of

the Rhode Island artist, Maxwell Mays. He was one of the original

investors and responsible for bringing Les Miserables, Phantom of the

Opera and Aspects of Love to Broadway. He organized a national squash

tournament and enjoyed playing squash and tennis as often as possible.

His work on the Board of Carnegie Hall led to his meeting his current

wife, Pamela Newman Kates. They married in 1994. Hank enjoyed being

the devoted step-father to Romy Newman Cosmaciuc and Theodore Ross

Newman. Hank transformed downtown Providence, Rhode Island by

signi�cantly improving several of�ce buildings. He developed Fisher

Island (near Miami, Florida) into the $4B property it is today. Hank also

evolved and improved Admirals Cove (near Jupiter, Florida) and much of

Newport, RI. Real estate evolution, urban planning and infrastructure

were his passions. Always one to be purposefully engaged, Hank enjoyed

active and purposeful "retirement" years. He created and managed several

restaurants in Providence, Newport and Miami and became Chairman of

the Cherrystone Angel Group in Rhode Island. Hank was a passionate
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"dog person" and canine spoiler and cared over the years for so many pets,

but his closest companion was Chairman Mao, who misses his master

dearly. Hank's passion for living fully will be treasured by his family. He is

survived by his wife, Pamela Newman Kates, his daughter, Dorianne

DeFeo and her husband, Ron; his son, Brad Kates and his wife Shannon.

He is also survived by his step-children, Romy Cosmaciuc and her

husband, Bogdan; and Theodore Newman and his �ancee, Mary. His six

grandchildren and two step-grandchildren: Britt, Addie, Georgianne,

Claiborne, Hunter, Clyde, Zachary and Gabrielle will remember their

"Gampy" as a person who made sure their days were �lled with

inspiration, joy and plenty of laughs. The Funeral Service is scheduled for

Thursday, September 8, 2016 at Frank E. Campbell -- The Funeral Chapel,

1076 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10028 (212) 288-3500 at 11:30am.

The Burial will follow at Woodlawn Cemetery, 517 East 233rd Street,

Bronx, NY 10470. Friends and family will gather on Thursday, September

8th from 5:00--8:00pm at the home of Mrs. Pamela J. Newman Kates.

There will also be a Memorial Service on Saturday, September 24, 2016 at

The Providence Art Club, 11 Thomas Street, Providence, RI 02903 (401)

331-1114 at 11:00am. In memory of Hank, the family requests donations

be made to Carnegie Hall and Amedisys Foundation (Beacon Hospice). 

To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store.

Published in New York Times on Sep. 4, 2016.
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Funeral services provided by

Frank E. Campbell The Funeral Chapel

1076 Madison Ave 
New York, NY 10028

2122883500
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